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Official transcript of the International Military Tribunal in the matter 
of: The United States of America, the French Republic, The United King- 
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dom of Great Britain and Northen Ireland, and the Union of Soviet Socia- 
list Republics against Hermann Wilheln G ae coring et al, defendants, site 
ting at Nurnberg, Germany, on 29 March 196, 1 000-1300, Lore. Justice 

Lawrenee presiding. 

THE PRESIDENT: Before the examination of defendant von Riobentrop goes 
on the Tribunal desires me to draw the attention of Dr. Horn and of the de= 
fendant von Ribbentrop to what the Tribunal has said curing the last few days, 

In the first place the Tribunal said this: The Tribunal has allowed the 
defendant Goering, who has given the evicenee first of the defendants and who 
has proclaimed himself to be responsible as the second leader of Nazi Germany, 
to give his evicenee without any interruption whatever, and he has covored 
the whole history of the Nazi regime from its intention to the defeat of Ger- 
many, The Tribunal does not propose to allow any ct vaa orkor defondants to 
g0 over the me ground in thcir evidence except in zo far as is necessary 
for their om defense, 

Secondly, the Tribunal ruled that cvičence a » the injustice of 
Versai.les Treaty or whcther it was m 

Thirdly, though this isn't in 
that the Tribunal has been informed on na xecasions of th icw of the de= 

‘Sallil.cs was unjust 
and therefore any svidenes upon that poin Aa rom 58 being inadmissible 
is cumulative, an2 the ibunal will not hear it trerefore f that reason, 

Ans lastiy, the Tribunal wishes me to point o tc Dr. Horn that it is 
the duty of counsel, to mine their witness and not to Leave thom simply 
to nake speeches, and if they arc giving evidence which counsel knows is in- 
admissible accordin: to the ruling of the Tribunal it is the duty of counsel 

That is all, 
an SE $ u E E ETETETT WwW 
Dr. Seidl, if you are going to refer to Gauss 'affidavit 
the Tribunal will not deal with that matter now, it will be dealt with after 
the defendant von Ribbentrop has given evidence, 
DR. SEIDL: (counsel for the defendant Hess) Mr, President, I spoke with 


Dr. Horn, counsel for the encant Ribbentrop == 
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THE PRESIDENT: Dr. Scidl, I don't care whether you spoke to Dr Horn or 


not or what arrangement you may have made with Dr. Horn; it is not convenient 


to the Tribunal to hear Dr. Gauss'cvidence at the present moment, they want 


to go on with TRibbentrop's evidence, 


JOACHIM von RIBBENTROP =- resumed, 
DIRECT EXAMINATION =- continued. 
HORN (counsel for defendant Ribbentrop): 
Yesterday at the end you were speaking abcut your political impres- 
sions in England and Francee In connection with thet ™ would like to put 
the followin? questions. Did you make efforts to tecil Hitler your impressions 
and your vicws as you saw British and French politics at that time? 
Since the 30th of January 1933 I saw Hitler repeatedly, and of 
which I gathered on my frequent travels 


to England and France, and reported to Hitler. 





MUNA 


Q What was Hitler's attitude toward France and England at that time? 
A Hitler's attitude and position was as follows: He saw an enemy 
to Germany in France, arising from the policies and politics which France 


carried on with regard to Germany, beginning with the end of the First World 


Loa) 


This position of Hitler's is brought forth in his book Mein Kampf. 


I knew France very well, since for a number of years I had connections 
there. At that time I told the Fuehrer much about Frances He was interested 
in hearing my opinion, and I noticed that he had a growing interest for 
things French in the year 1933. Then I brought him together with a number of 
Frenchmen, and I believe some of these visits, anc perhaps my pictures as to 
the position taken by many Frenchmen, as well as all of French culture+- 

Q What kind of Frenchnen were they? 

A They were French economic leaders, French journalists, and statesmen 
or politicans, The pictures I presented to Hitler were very interesting to 
theFuehrer, and gradually he received the impression that in France there 

mon who would not reject an understanding with Germany. 

first of all, I presented an argument to the Fuehrer, an argunent 
deepest @onviction and of my expericnee of the prior yearse It was 
the great wish of the Fuehrer, as is well known, to come to a definite 
friendship with England and to come to an agreement with England as well. 

In the beginning the Fuehrer, as far as Gorman-French policies are 
concerned, treated this separately or by itsclf. I believe at that time I 
succeeded in convincing the Fuchrer that an understanding with England would 
be possible only by having an agreement with France as well--an understanding 
with France as wolle I remember very exactly some conversations I had with 
the Fuenrere This made a strong impression on hime He told me then that 
since I had followed a rather personal course of understanding between 
Gormary and France, I should continue on this task and report to him on the 
progress of my cffortse 

Q Then, you wore Hitl s Forcign Political Counselor, not the counsel 
of the Farty, Can you tell me a little more about 

I have already said that I told Adolf Hitler about experiences on 


my journeys, The impressions I gathered, which I told him on my return from 


6730 





mana i. 


England and France, were of interest to him, and without referring to special 
conferences or discussions, I was received repeatedly by Hitlers I spoke 
with him repeatedly and in that way it came about, more or less in a natural 
way, that outside and beyond the official channels or politics he was 
interested in having my opinion; and asked my advice on things which I had 
seen in the foreign countricse 

He was ready to listen to my advices Above all, he had a vital interest, 
of coursc, for questions Englishe I told him about public opinion and &® out 
personalities, and brought Frenchmen and Englishnen to him, and now he could 
do something which he loved to do, to exchange thoughts unofficiallye 

Q ‘that was your personal co-operation in your efforts for an agreement 
with France in the years 1933 to 1935? What were your efforts in that 
direction? 


A 


A Even at that tine I considered the solution of the Saar question 
and broucht this question up for discussione I tried through ny om private 
channels to tell the Frenchnen in Paris that a reasonable and quict solution 
of the Sacr question in the spirit of the plebiscite as laid down in the 
Versailles Treaty would be and should be a good omen for relations between 
the two countriese I spoke with many numbers of people during these years 

Paris and made connections with members of the French catincte I would 

, to aed that I had discussions and conversations with the then French 
president Pownerzuc, with the assassinated Foreign Minister Barthou, 

h Mre Laval, and above all with Hre Daladier, 

I remember that with special reference to the Saar question, I met with 


complete acreement with Daladier on that. Then a little later I noticed 


that at those visits of Frenchnen with Hitlor it was again and again 


mentioned, "Yes, now we have lein Kennf to deal with, and your attitute 
ESLA, 


and your policies toward France are established in that booke" I tried to 


tell the Fuechrer to give forth an official revision of this chapter of 

icin Kampf e he Fuchrer said, and I remember it verbatim, that he had 
throuch his practical policies, to prove to the world that he had 

changed his view in this respect, that things which had been written down 


could not be changed, that they were historical fact, and his then view, or 
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his former view toward France, had been determined by France's attitude 
toward Germany at that timcee But now one could turn over a new leaf in the 
history of the two countries and their relations to each others 

Then I asked Adolf Hitler to receive a French journalist, so that 
perhaps through a public announcement a revision of his view as expressed in 
his book Mein Kampf -- to change the view and to affirm his new view to the 
worlde 


He agreéd with this, received a French journalist, and gave him an 


interview. I don't exactly recall just whens it was sometime in 1933, thoughs 


i “oclieve this article appeared in "Ze Matin" and created quite a bit of 
excitemente I was very glad, for with this article all doubts were wmoved 
and a tremendous step toward an understanding with France had been reachcde 
Then I contemplated what could be done subsequently and how, from the simple 
matters now, a connection between French and German statesmen could be 
arrangede 

Q At that time wasn't there an intermediary meeting between Hitler and 
Daladier? Didn't you contemplate a mecting of that sort and did you make 


efforts in that behalf? 





HAMM 
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As I was just going to turn to that point, 


At that time Daladier was the Premicr, I had suggested to him that he 
mect Adolf Hitler so that quite frankly, man to man, a discussion could be 
carricd on, to see whether Franco-German relations could nor be put on an 
entirely new and different basis, ilr, Daladier was quite taken with this 
start. I reported this to Hitler and Hitler was ready to meet Daladier, 

The meeting plate was to be in the German Odenwald and was agreed upon, 
I went to Paris so that the last arrangements could be made with that.- 

MR. DODD: If your Honor pleases, I am reluctant to interfere in any 
respect with this examination of the Defendant, but my colleagues and I feel 
that this particular part of the cxar:ination is quite immaterial and in any 
event much too detailed, and that we will never get alons here, If Counsel 
woule abide by the instruction of the Court ziven this morning, we could 
move along much more directly and much more quickly, 

PRESIDENT: Dr. Horn, the Tribunal thinks that the objection is 
really well founded, The Defendant is dealing with a period between 1933 
and 1935, and the efforts which he made for good relations with France, Well, 
now, that is very remote from any question which we have to decide in this 
case, ana thercfore to deal with it in this detail seoms to the Tribunal 
a waste of time, 

DR. HORN: Then I will put other questions, which concern his direct 
cooperation, 

Q What caused Hit to appoint you Plenipotentiary for Disarmament? 

I believe I was appointec the Plenipotentiary for Disarmament in 
April, The reasons are as follows: 
Hitler was of the opinion that there shoul. be equality of armament, 


4 


ani he believed that equality of armament would be possible only if and when 
negotiations could be carried on with France and Englands and this, of course 
was my position also, at that time, in my efforts to establish good relations 
between Germany and England, since this was the pet wish of the Fuchrer, On 
this mission I went to London and while there made contacts with British 


political ficures, 
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First of all I made connection with Lord Baldwin, with whom I spoke, I 
also spoke with the then Prime Minister Me Donald, I mentioned the German 
desire for cquality and sounded the opinion of these Ministers on the basis 
of a long discussion which I had with Lord Baldwin, I believe on the ist of 
December 1933, I believe Lord Ballwin made a speech in Commons, in which he 
pointed out thay somehow one would have to meet Germany half-way. Equality 
of armament had been promised to Gcrnany and therefore it would have to be 
reached in some way, In this connection there were three posibilitics: Onc, 
that Germany would arm up to the level of the other powe - and that was 
not desirable tthe second possibility, that the others would disarm to the 
level of the Germany =- and that could hardly be carried through; and, three 
one would have to make compromise ani meet in the center and permit Germany 
a limite. rearmament, and the other countries for their part would have to 
disarm to meet Germany on an equal basis, In that way Adolf Hitler at that 
was very glac for this British position ani he appreciated it, for he con- 
Sidered it a practicable way to carry throuch equality of armament for Germany, 

Unfortunately, then, in the course of cvents, it was not possible to 
put the suggestions of Lord Baldwin into practice, Adolf Hitler therefore 
subsequently took the view that a systom =-= 

( A slight pause) 

(Resuming) He saw that unfortunately in the system which was currently 
prevalent in international ideas, in negotiations the pleasant and agreeable 
thoughts of Lord Baldwin could not be carricd through, 

Q What practicable discussion of limitation of armament did you 
carry through ==- or were you instrvental in carrying through? 

A It is well known that Hitker left the League of Nations and the 
isQrmancnt Conference, for he Jecme2 it impossible through channels of 
N©gociation to carry through the Gorman demands and desires, Hitler saw no 
other possibility, except through tne power of the German people to achieve 

rom within -= through the power of the German people. He knew, of 
course, that this was a tremendous risk; but on the basis of his prior expe- 


rience of the preceding few years he saw no other way out, so that then 
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Q (Interposing)=- 

A I would like to finish the answer to your question, 

AS a practical result, these tisings took place. In the course of the 
year 193), there was a closer contact between the German Goverment and the 
British Goverment. There were numerous visits of British statement in Berlin, 
Sir John Simon and Mr, Eden were among the visitors, and during these visits 
the suggestion was heard whether, as far as naval agreement was concerned, 
at least a pact, an agreement coul- be reached. Hitler was vory much inte- 
rosted in this start, and in the course of the conversation between the 
British and the German Goverment it was agreed that I should go to London to 

discuss with the British Goverment, cfforts to bring a naval agreement into 
existence. 

it is rather needless for me to go into the details of this pact which 
later materialized, Hitler from the beginning -- and of himself -- was of 
the opinion that if a final agreement or understanding with England could 
be reached one would have to acknowledge the absolute naval Supremacy of 
Great Britain for all time. Then the Naval Pact of 1935 was made and the 
agreements which were made in 1935 were different in every respect from 
those which existed before the first World War, 

After relatively short negociations, then, this naval agreement was 
concluded in London, This Pact was very important to future British-Gcerman 
relations, and at that time it was the first practical result of an actual 
armanent limitation, 

Q At that time did France agree to the rearmament and how did you 
personally function in that rogard? 


I would like to say first of all that Hitler and myself were extra- 


ordinarily happy at the conclusion of this pact. I know and I can stay it 


from personal experience =-=- that I had never seen Hitler as happy as I saw 
him at the time, at the moment when T told him personally in Hamburg of the 
conclusion of this naval agreement. 
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Q «and what was France's attitude toward this pact? 


A With France the situaticn was a little difficult. I had already 
noticed that while the neg tiati ns were taking place, fcr the limitati-n of 
armaments had been deviated from. Then I told the gnetlemen -f the Foreign 
Office == if I may mention their names, Sir Robert Craigie and the then 
British Admiral Little among them -= that I would go to France so that I could 
strengthen my ties to French statesmen and to tell them ab ut the importance 
of an agreement between Germany, France and England end to show them all the 
ramifications for the future. 

I would like to point cut a few details. In this Tribunal s metime ago é 
film was shown in which there was a speech I made at the conclusi_n of this 
naval agreement and this film showed cr allegedly showed that it was really 
& twcetiming of Gemany diplomacy, At that time I made that speech in Londen 
in order to document and tc show in front of the whole world that we were nct 
ccncernec. with unilateral British=German matters but that it was a wish of 
Hitler -= and the naval agreement was in the spirit of this th ught ==- to brin 
about 2 general limitation of armament and that the naval pact would serve to 
further gocd relations between France and Germany, This wish was sincere 
and very real, 

I went to France, spoke with French statesmen and, I believe, helped in 
a small way sc that the first step in the limitaticn cf armaments was c ns idere 
reas nable by many Frenchmen, especially if you cnsidered matters in the leng 
run and with the thought that in the long run equality cf rights wculd have 
to be granted to the German people. 

Can ycu tell me a little 
about the reasons for that? 

A Things develcped as follcws: In the time subsequent to naval agreement. 
an agreement which was hailed in English circles, I made many efforts to bring 
Lord Baldin and the Fuchrer together, and I would like to add in that 
connection that the meeting had been arranged through a friend of Mr, Baldwin, 
a lire Jonesy The Fuehrer had agreed to fly to Chequers to meeé Lord Baldwin, 


but unfortunately Lord Baldwin had to decline at the last minute. Just why 


Lord Baldwin had to decline at the last minute I do not know, but there was no 
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doubt that certain forces in England at the time did nct wish a German= 
British understanding. 

Then in the year 1936 when the German Ambassador, von Hesch, died, it was 
said on the part of Germany that one should make another last effort to come 
to a good agreement and good relations with England. 

I would like to mention in this connection that at that time I had 
already been appointed State Secretary for the Foreign Office and has asked 
personally that that appointment be recalled and that I be sent to Lendon as 
German Ambassador. 

The follcwing thought might have been decisive in the decision cf Hitler 
Hitler had a certain, definite cpinicn cr picture of the theory of equality 
of rights as far as England was concerned, but my view deviated somewhat from 
Hitler's, My conviction was that England wuld continue to support her own 
balanceeof-power theory before and after -= that England would maintain 

that theory, whereas Hitler was of the opinion that this theory of the balan 
cf power was rather cbsolete and that from now on England wuld wish to see 
a much stfonger Germany with reference to the changed picture in Eur-pe and 
also taking int> consideration the strength shown by Russia that Germany woul 
in a way counterbalance the p.wer of Russia. In order to give a definite 
and clear picture on the spot and to tell him how matters actually stood in 
England -= that must have been one of the reasons why the Fuehrer sent me to 
Englande 


Another reason was that at that time we hoped through relaticns with the 


circles in England whe were very friendly to Germany,that ecnnecticons between 


the two csuntries could be made friendly and that perhaps we could reach an 
agreemente 

The aim cf Hitler in the final analysis was a pact between Germany and 
Mngland, 

Q In what way was your ambassadorial activity hampered in England? 

à I would like tc say first that in the 1930's -- roughly 1935 and 1936- 
I made many trips to England, and while I war there, cn instructions from the 
Fuehrer, had discussions for a German-British pact, The basis of this pact 


is known, and it was to make the naval ratio 100 to 35, to make it permanent 
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and that the integrity cf the Low Countries and France was to be guaranteed 
forever, That was the thought of the Fuchrer and that Germany would be 
ready to keep and maintain the British Empire and to use its power if 
necessary and that in regard to Germany and England, they should recognize 
each cther's nowere 

It has already been said, and I would like tc repeat, that the efforts 
in the 1930's did not cume to any concrete result. It was one af the Fuchrer! 
despest disappointments, and I would like to say that at this point -= for it 
is very important fcr further developments -- that this pact upon which the 
Fuehrer had placed such a very great hope and which he had considered as the 


eccmplete cornerstone of his foreign policy, that this pact never materialized. 
Just how and what forces operated so that it did nct materialize I cannot tell 
for I d> not knw, nt in any case we never got very far. 

Then I remained in London as Ambassadcr. I referred to this question 
again and again while I was Ambassador, discussed it with circles who were 
friendly t> Germany, and I must say that there were many Englishmen who had 
a very positive attitude toward Germany. 

Q Did you receive any attitude that was negative? 

A There were in England, of course, some elements who were against the 

hought cf a clese connection with Germany, who were against a close under= 
standing on basic principles and perhaps traditional elements who were not 
inclinec toward a pact cf this kind, and I wor e to say briefly, even 
theugh I have tu dip back into the year 1936, that during the Olympic games 
in the year 1936 I tried to win Lord Vansittart t the thouzht we had in mind 
on the pacte I had a discussion of several hours! dureati.n with hin at 
Berlin. Hitler alsc received him ard ciscussed the same matter with him, 
Lord Vansittart, even th ugh cur personal relations were excellent, met cur 
prop. sals with a certain reserve, 

In the year 1937 when I was in London I saw that gradually two trends 
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were fcrming in England, one trend being very much inélined and very much in 


favor of dealing with Germany and promoting good relati-ns and the seecnd trend 


not wishing such an azrecment or collaboration, 


I believe that I do not need to mention names, for they are well kacow, 


tut there were those gentlemen who did not wish clese contact and connecti- ns 
with Gerizny. It was the later Prim Minister, Winston Churchill, and cthers, 
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Then in London I made strenuous efforts in order to promote our thoughts 
but events occurred which made my activity there most difficult; 
all Spanish politics and policies. It is well known that civil war raged 
in Spain at that time and in London the Non-Intervention Congress was meeting. 
As Ambassador to the Court of Ste James I had avery difficult task. 
On the one hand, with all means at my disposal, I wished to further a German- 
English pact, and cement German-English relations but on the other hand 
I had the instructions of my government as far as Spain was concerned to 
raintain my attitude in that connection. These instructions were often 
contradictorye Certain efforts of the politics of the British were at 
cross purposes and this sort of League of Nations which tl Non-Intervention 
Congress represented, and of which I was the authorized German member, 
esented a mortgage on the chief aim with which Hitler hac sent me to 
Londone 
In order to give you a clear and definite picture of the times, I be 
lieve it is important for me to show that it was not only the Spanish policy 
or politics but that doubtlessly in these years, 1937, beginning of 1938, 
in England the trend of thought became increasingly obvious. That, of 
course, today is known as a historical fact, that is thst trend which did 
not wi a pact with Germany. Why? The answer is very simple, very clear. 
These circles saw that through a Netional Socialist Germany a factor which 
micht disturb the traditional British balance of power on the Continente 
I am of the opinion and of the conviction that Adelf Hitler in no way 
intended ever 2t that time to proceed against England or to undertake any- 
thing against England of its own accord; that he had sent me to London with 
the ardent, wish to reach an agreement and an understanding with England. 
From London I reported to the Fuehrer the situation as I found it and before 
this Tribunal now I wish to set forth a point and explain that point, a 
point which is relevant to my own defense. 
It has been claimed and asserted very frequently that I told the Fuehrer 
S Cegencrate and England would perhaps not fight. 
I may and must establish and assert here, from the beginning I reported 


exactly the opposite to. the Fuehrer, I told the Fuehrer that in my opinion 
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the English leadership anc the English people had a heroic attitude and 
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position and that these people would be ready to fight for the existence 


. 
of their empire to the last mane Later, in the course of the war in a 


speech in the year 1941, after I had talked with the Fuchrer, I made this 
view publicly known in my speeche 

Conclusively and in sumary, I would like to say as to the situction 
existing in London in the year 1937 and 1938, when I was acting ambassador, 
that I was fully cognizant of the fact thatit would be very difficult to 
concluce a pact with Englande But even so I reported that all efforts would 
be made so that peaceful negotiations and an agreement with England could be 
reachede That was to be a decisive factor in Germany's politics, that is, 
to reach an understanding with Pnglan-. Ly that I mean the development of 
German power in accord with British tendencies ən views so that these two 
views would not conflict. 

4 During the time of your ambassadorship you made the soecalled 
AntieComnintern tact with Japane How was it that you, especially as 
ambassador, concluded that agreement? 

I would like to make a few preliminary remarks and say that in 
the year 1938 I was appointed Foreign Minister on the lth of Februarye 

On the th of February I was in Berlin. The Fuehrer had me suzmoned 
and said that he wanted to make me Foreign Minister. Were you talking of 
the Three Fower Agreencnt? 

& No, you misunderstoode I meant to say that during your activity 
as Ambassador you concluded the Anti-Couwsintern Fact in the year 1936. Italy 
joined in 1937, then Spain as well as other countrics. How was it that you, 
as ambassador, concluded this pact? 

Adolf Hiller at that time considered the idealogical difference 
between Germany, that is National Socialism, and Communism one of the most 
decisive factors of his politics and policies. Thercfore, there was the ques- 
tion as to how a way coul be found to win additional countries to combat 
Comunist efforts, We are concerned with idealogical questions in this case. 

Hitler first of all, I believe in the yar 1933, spoke to me about this 


and as to whether in some way we could create closer ccntact with Japan. 


670 





MIM) 


29 March=M-PyR-5-3 H0096 -00 


I replied that I personally had certain connections in Japan and would be 
glad to use my efforts in that behalf. As Japan had anti=commintern 
thoughts as well as Germany, in the years 1933, 1934, 1935, I believe, the 
thought was raised and crystallized whether these neutral efforts might 
not be made the basis of a pacte I believe cne of my coeworkers then had 
the idea as to whether an Anti-Commintern Fact could not be concluded. I 
Sugcested this to the Fuehrer and the Fuehrer was in agreement and con- 
sidered this a pood thoughte He did not wish, however, at that time, 
Since it was an ideal:cical question, that it should be mace in line with 
German official policies anc politics and therefore instructed me to prepare 
this pact which then, I believe, in the yeger 1936, was concluded in my office 
in Berline 

If I understood you correctly, this pact was concluced by ycu 
since you were the leader of the Department itib ventrop? 

Yes, that is correcte The Department Risse `p consisted chiefly 
of my own person and a few collaborators, Zut it is correct to say that 
the Fuehrer wished that I conclude this pact since he did not wish to 
emphasize it publicly. 

Dif this pact have real political aims 
idealogical aims? 

It is, of course, true as a matter of basic principle that it 
hac an idealogical aime It was to combat the work cf the Comintern 
in the various countries at that tines Dut this pact had political reasons 
anc political backgrcund also and this political move was an anti-Russian 
one, since Moscow Was the center for the Commintern. Therefore, it appeared 
to the Fuehrer and to me that through this pact a certzin balance or counter= 
balance against Russian efforts or against Russia in 2 poldtical sense, 
a8 such, was being created: that idealogically as well as politically -- 

THE PRESIDENT: Do you and the defendant realiy think it is necessary 
to take as lang as the defendant has taken tc tell us -why he, as an 
ambassador in London was called upon to sign the Anti-Commintern Pact? 

DRe HORN: It is very difficut for me to hear your Honore 

THE FESINENT: What I asked you was whether you and the defendant think 


1 


it necessary for the defendant to make such a long speech in answer to your 
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que stions why was he as ambassador in London empliyed to sign the ànti=- 
Comnintern Facte He has spoken for at least five minutes about it. 
BY DR. HORN: 
On the 4th of February, 1938, you were made Foreign Minister. 
Give the reasons for the appointment. 
I have already said that on the lth of February, 1938, I was at 
The Fuehrer asked me to come to him and tole me that because cf 
in various hich places he contemplated a change of Foreign 
Minister also; thet the then Forei-n Minister von Neurath hacbeen mace the 
president of ancther organizati no I then replied to the Fuchrer that I, 
of course, wuld be glad to follow his sucesestic ne 
z! 4t this opportunity cic you receive a hizh rank in the $$? 
Frosecuti n has claimed that this rank was not purely honorary. Can 
vive us the details cn that? 
I must clarify this point, I believe. I hac received a rank in 
the SS prior to this time and I do not recall whether it was at this appoint 


ment or at some other time when I was mace SS Gruppe nfuchrer. he Fuehrer 


granted me the rank and the uniform of an ES Gruppenfuchrere That was a 


p 


position I had formerly, cr a rank a la Suite, in the irmy anc at that tin 
I agreed with the thoughts of the SSe My ecnnections with Himmler were 
fairly good at the time. I saw in the aims cf the SS at that tire the 
possible basis for the establishment cf an ideal tleal fuechrer group, such 
as perhaps we find in England and then later the Waffen SS had shown its 
bravery. in war. Later my position and relation to Himmler changede 

The Fuehrer granted me this rank as he wished that at Farty rallies 
and at Party meetings I would have the Farty uniform and would have rank in 
the Farty. 

I ask that I be permitted to state briefly my position toward the Party. 
Yestercay or the day before yestercay the question was raised whether I was 


a typical Nati nal Socialiste 
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I co not wish to judge in tio: } s certain that it was 
only in later years that I met Hitl as Naticnal Socialist doctrines 
and the progran were concerned, I did not concern myself with that too much. 

I did not know about their race theory. I was no 


derstand the church question, although I had severed ny church connections 


quite some time back, for my ovm spiritual reasons, in the early 20ts, 


in the development of German church matterse However, I believe that I was 
a good Christian nevertheless, 
What drow me to the Party were those things which I realized at that 
time. The Party wanted a strong, flourishing, 
wanted that toos 
deliberation, become a meribe 
Q Before that time had you becn in the service of the Party, 
prosecution claims, and especially since the year 1930? 
e large Reichstag clection -ceurrec, in which National 
more than 100 seats in the Reichstaz. I set forth 
yesterday, and perhaps do not need to repeat, just what the conditions in 
Germany were at that tince 
However, in the year 1930, 1931 and 1932, I gradually approached the 
Partye I believe I entered the Party in August of 1932, and from that 
moment on, up until the end of this war devoted my entire power and 
strength to National £o 
I would like to say frmkly, befo h Tribunal anc before the world, 
that I was always intcrested and madearery effort to be a good Naticnal 
Sccialist, and that I was proucof e fact that I belonged to a small group 
of men, idealists, who did not want anything but to bring prestige back 
to Gormany once morce 
Q ‘hat foreign pclitical problems dic Hitler point out to you at 
roblems whichhad to be ‘solved? hat instructions did he 
give you for the carrying on of foreign policies? 
“hen I took over my officc, the Fuchrer said relatively little 
He said only that Germany had assumed a new position from that time one 


Germany hac once more entered the circle of nations and equality of rights, 
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was to be clearly seen that certain problems would have to be solved 
in the futures He also said this especially, ss I recalle I believe he 
four special problems which, sooner or later, would have to be 
solvece hasized that such problems could be solved only with a strong 
Wehrmacht, not in the using of this Wehrmacht, but in the existence of the 
Wehrnacht, because a country which was not strongly armed could not carry on 
foreion policies, as we had experienced it in previous yesrs. A country 


like that was really operating in 2 vacuume 


upon a clear-cut relationship with our noig 


dhe ® 


then he mentioned the solution of the 


and; he spoke about Danzis and the Corridore le mentioned these 


` ta yy apa pl Tey + f r “| Ay ~ aret 3 
problems which would yb ‘vivod in one way anot 


to be my task to assist him diplomatically. 


Tynn Dhla g p OPa t m Vespaty PA 
From this mone on my efforts were always to 


de Aa Py ` fe 5 a “2 x an pae = a = 
preparation of solution of these problems, as he had express 


in a Gernan ser 
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In what way, after you weve named foreirn ni 
ontinue? 

At that time I tried first of o achieve a clear, over-all 
view of the business of the foreign office, German foreign policy, as I 
before, had reached a certain point, namely, the point at which .cG rmany 
again achieve prestige in the eyes of the world. It was now 
solving the important and basis problems that had resulted 
les Treaty in Europe, This was all the more necessary as, for instance, 
question of Volkstum led acain to conflicts and thereby prevented peaceful 


solutions, 


I familiarized mysclf with 


ere that Hitler 


ae ae mised) bin ee 
oiiice, and in the 


pla CE 
so conduct 
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crystallized at first and 
some Solution or other, 
beginning a matt lose to the Fuchrer 
1 Lustrian himself =- had been == and it was of c 
with the growing power of Gcrmany the efforts that had 


c 


time for a closer connection between ¢ rmany and ñustria woul be carried 
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out even more strongly than before, jt that time I was not so familiar wi 


. 


Since the situation was such that Hitler handled 


When you took over your office, o ater 1 you know of a memo= 


randum dealing with a conference it took | e on the 1 of November 193 
that is here referred t Hoszpach" document 
been spoken of hers sever 


Q 
say a 


but it was the Fuehrer's e wi me very little cut his zoals 
and intentions t any rate, he dix toward r cry tlye 

of the fact that Yeornany 

already said -- anc th: G his reason it was necessary to 


nO a A 
of a shovidown, 


ILID LOU 


trary, he always emphasized to me that it w is wish to solve these 


that once he had 


the iri 


possi 


After your appointment as foreign minister you we 


ay 
Gi Cle 


chtesreaden to liscussed the 


of February 1938, Hit 
federal chancellor Schuschnic:; 
the l2th of February, In 
d me what the solution was that he was pursuing 


me form or other the German National Socialists in Austria must be assist- 
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Difficulties of all sorts had avisen there, the details of which I no 
longer recall. At any rate, there were a number of National Socialtist 
and as a consequence of the natural efforts of these people to bring about 
a social union between Austria and the Reich, these Austrian problems threa- 
tened to become a really serios source of difficulty between Germany anc 
Austria. 

Adolf Hitler told me then that I should be present at Berchtes 

later discussions took place, and I have heard hoz 

Hitler had asserted that he intended -- I believe this was in the year 1938 -- 
to achieve S rig self-cotermination that these six million Austrian 
Germans had. I did not know about this personally 

At the mectinf with Schschnize on th 
received Schuschnigg alone and t a z conversation 
this corm@ersation are not known to mc because I was not present at it. I regal: 
that Schuschnigg after this act me, and that I in my turn had a long 

ation with hin, 
At that time did yc as the Prosecution asscrts, put Schnschnigg 
ndor political presu 
No, My conversation with 2 Vise [ remembe very clearly 

whereas the other details of other m 


clear in my memory, since I was not present at either the first or the seco 


talk that I had with Schuschnigg everything went along in a 
that Schuscaniss hac received a very strong impreses: 
| the Fuchrer's personality, 
first of all that I do not know the details of what Hitler 


A 


discussed with Schuschniz~, so that I could not speak to hin about this 


=- or at least only very Libtle, The talk confined itself to more general 


themes, I tolå Schuschmicg tarb in my opinion, these two countries must cone 


closely together and that it was his histo: sx to assist in this, 
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Both nations were German by nature, and two such nations could not for 
long be held separate by artificial meanse 
there any mention of the German-Austrian Treaty of 1936 at this 
confcrence? 
Ae I did not speak to Schuschnigg on this 
the Fuchrer did not either, because according 
the Fuchrer -- I don't know the details ~- the Fuchrer o him to this 
effect: hat certain measures would have to be carried out in Austria in 
order to obv'ate the reason for conflict between the two countricse 
As I said, my ta wi him was very friendly, and mzy I remark that I 
expressed to Schuschnigg the thought that the two countries should enter into 
closer relations Schuschnigg adopted to me an altogether positive attitude 


a certain extent I was surprised by this positive 


can be no talk of any pressure on Schuschnigg during our discussion. 
The discussion of the “uchrer with him I believe was conducted in perfectly 
pen terms, because the Fuchrer wanted, in the interest of obviating these 
problems between the two countries, to reach some improvement in rclations; 
and if this was to be done then statcsmen must be open and frank with one 
anothere 
I have heard her and I think this is based on an entry in Jodl's 
Diary -- that hcavy military and political pressure was exerted, I believe I 
can testify here that I knew nothing of any military or political pressure at 
this mecting between Schuschnigg and Hitler. I may reiterate, certainly the 
Fevhrer spoke perfectly frankly with Schuschnigg, but there can be 
pressure of a military nature or of a political nature, nor can there be 
stion of an ultimatum of any sort. 
also belicve that Jodl‘s remark -- I don't believe he was present =-=- 
it was perhaps only a notation in his diary that he had from hearsaye 


shoul. like to add that at that timc == and I have also stated th to 


many people, inciudirg the Fuchrer -æ I had an altogether pleasand and positive 


impression of Schuschnigg's personality. Schuschnige indeed spoke of the fact 
Lo A e = ie- 
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that the two countries -- and I remember his words very exactly -- were fnte- 
fully bound together, and that he would have to assist in some way to bring 
those two cou: trics closer together. There was no talk in this discussion of 
Anschluss or any such things Whether the Fuchrer mentioned that I con't know, 
but I don't »elieve so. 

Qe At thet tire, or shortly after, did the Fuchrer spenk: to you about an 
intontion to denart from the Gcrman-Austrian Treaty of 1936 and wished to find 
some other solution? 

4. Hitler did not speak to mo about thise On the qucstion of Austria in 
toto I spoke very little with hime This may sound remarkable, but it can be 
understood f'om the fact that it was only on the 4th of Fobruary that I took 
over the foreign office, and I first had to work my way into all the problems. 
The ustedes problem was, as I already said, a problem with which Hilter con- 
cerned hims>lf personally, which, consequently, was simply taken note of in 


the Forcign Ministry, and it was directed by him personally. 


+ 


i remomber also that von Papen then had the right to turn cirectly to 
Hitler, and the Foreien Office only received copies of his report. These 
reports were presented immediately to Hitler by the Reich Chancellory, so that 
the Foreign Office had nothing to do with them 

Qe You then went back to London in order to take your leave as Ambassador. 

dia you hear in London regarding the development of the Austrian question? 

Ae I may say th following in this connections I personally could see a 
solution of the Austrian problem of this sort: That the two countries should 
have a custems union, as I personally belicved that in this way the problem 
could be solved in its most natural way and close relations could be brourht 


about between the two countries. I micht remind you at this point that this 


thought of a customs union was already an old one and had already been pro = 


posed by governments before Hitler's, and I believe because of the inter- 
ference of allied countries it was not brought about. 

ccording to my notes, on the 8th of March I went to Londone The situation 
then was this, as I have already mentioncde On the event of the celebration 


of the takirg over of power on the S0th of January, I was in Berline Then on 
67119 
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the 4th of February I was appointed Foreign Minister. Because of this appointe= 
ment I did uot have opportunity to take official leave from Londone On the 
8th ~f March 1923, I returned to Londone 
Before taking leave I had a short conversation with Hitler, primarily 
about English matters. I remombor that he remarked on this occasion that the 
Austrian problem was progressing very nicely in the direction that had been 
at Be: chteszaden with Schuschnig¢g. I must say that + aid not know 
of what arreements had been renched in all the details. 


I remember 2 small detail which I was informed of by our Austrian liaison 


mone I reache? Lonion, and in the afternoon I heard, more or less by accident, 


over the radio in the legation building, a speech which the then Federal 
Chancellor Schuschnigg inde in Innsbrucke I don't want to go into detail, 


that would take too longe I do know that the entire manner, and as it seemed 


AD 
to me, also tne tone of this speech, was such that I immediately got the no- 
tion that the .'uchrer would not tolerate this; and that the entire speech, 


without any doubt, stood in contradiction to the spirit with which the con- 


ferences had been carried out 


I said before, was of the conviction that Adolf Hitler would under- 


somctaing, and I should like to say this also, pi 


fectly cpenly, before 
Tribunal. Ii-appearea quite correct to me that the solution this pro- 


1 would “ake some form or othcr, Schusch- 


er to prevent things from coming to European 


`n the nex* morning I had a long discussion with Lord Halifax. Lord 


o received reports from Austria, and I attempted, without 


ver; much about the situation, to persuade him that it would be better 


ive this probl-m now in one form or another, and that it was precisely 


4 


rest of Qernun=-English efforts toward friendship that this solution 


culd take pl«ce nowe It wuld be false to believe that the friendship bee 


on sermeny and England that both of us were striving for would thereby 


4 
damaged s 6750 
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Lord Halifax listened to me quietly and told me that I should later have 
the opportunity to speak with the Prime Minister Chanberlnin the next morning 
at breakfast. Subsequently a breakfast was arranged with Chanberlain, and 


after this breakfast I had n lone talk with Chamberlain. In this conference 


> 


5 


e Charberlain agrin emphasized his desire to reach an understanding with 
Germany. I was extracrdinarily happy to hear this, and told him that I was 
of the firm conviction that this was also the Fuehrer's attitude. He ga 


2 specific message to the Fuchrer, that this was his attitude, and that he 


í: 


7 


would do everything he could in this direction. 

Shortly after this discussion telegrams arrived from Austria, I believe 
from the English consule Chamberlain and Lord Halifax asked me ==- I believe 
the broak”ast was in 10 Downing Street -- t me to their 
discuss these telegrams. I told him of course 
n> knowledge of an ultimatum, and then later of the entrance of German troops. 
e arranged that we would maintain connections and would meet later, and that 
Lord Halifax would come to the Germin Embassy later to discuss these things 


further e 
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I must emphasi 


to me, had a reasonable attitule towards the Austrian question. 
afternoon, Lord Halifax vi 


the entrance of German tro 


the fact that this t 


conclusion of it, I invited. the 


Germany again. He 


hunting party could b 


id you on the next mornin: 


by the prosecution, with the assertion that it 


tongued policy that 


A Reichsmars 


sation and diplomatic conversations are 


in the same way but 


I found out for the 


Without going ints 


correspond to the 


points which I a 


English ministers 


o 


1 
CLs 


thesc cussions 


from : 


I had no 


my telephone conversation with ( 


and later to Vienna. 


Goering 


and spoke 


Anschluss but about 
was 


an 


on the same 
I hoard, in 
first heard 


his travels through 


demonstration in Linz that 


ze here, to 


talk wit 


said that he 


you w 


hal Goering 


fir 


d 


sked Goering 


but I should like tc 


fficial English circles 


further talks with Goering 


with him there revarding 


just as happy about this a wase We . were h 
day to Vienna 
the meantime, avout the 


that the thought of the Anschluss 
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>, Mre Chamberlain had beenvery quiet and it scemed 


in the 


ac a long talke In the meantime, 


abe 
v 


ps had tecome known. I should like 


ial 


Lord Halifax was very friendly and that at 


English Foreign Minister to a visit to 


` 
b 


, bc 


Ww 


ould glad to come and perhaps another 


ne arrani ‘eds 


have a telephone conversation with the 


This telephone conversation has been put in evidence 


sublce 


is a sign of the d 


ere carrying out? 


has fied that this wa diplomat 


© carried on all over the world 


I may say here that through this telephone conversatio Ny 


= 
D 


t tine the real details of this Austrian affair, 


etails above all, that this vote dic not 


5 


eal will of the Austrian people and a number cf other 


to mention in his ccnversations with the 


soy that for practical purpose 


ot take place later because as I was takin: leave 


talks I had with Goering, 


but sometime after, a short tine after 


Goering, left and went to Berlin 


I might that first to Karin Hall to visit 


the “nschlusseenot about the 


the whole cevelopment of circumstances in Aust 


I £3 


A 


TP 
NaAPYY e 


ew, then, 


ay 


A ann 
Cal de 


arrived a 


there at about the same time as Hitler. 


fnschluss and in Vienna that I 


occurred to Hitler only during 


Austriae I believe it was on the occasion of a 


this thcught came to him and then, I think, he 


“759 
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rapidly made up his mind to carry « Anschlusse 

Q What problems did Hitler define to you as those that had to be first 
solved in the estion of the Anschluss? 

A The first problen that Hitler outlined to be was the question of the 
Sucetcn Germans but this problem was not a problem emanating from the 
foreign office or Hitler or any office -- it was a problem that simply 
developed from itself. X > it was the American prosecutor who told 
me, who said here that with the annexation of Czechoslovakia, a chapter 
reached its conclusion that was shameful in the vhole history of the relation 
between people, namely the destruction of the small Czechoslovak peoples 
I shoulc like to state the followin: from my own knowledge of these matterse 
One may speak perhaps of a Czechoslovakia ate but not of the Czechoslovak 
people. This was a State, a nationality te, that contained the most 
heterogeneous folk groups. “here were, besides Czechs, Germans, Hungarians, 
Poles, Ruthenians, and Carpatho-Ukrainianse It wes in i 
collection of elements that hac been welded together in 1919 to form 

different nationalities within t 5 were directed towards 

different aims anc it was therefore necessary to surround the State with a 
so-called “iron ringe This pressure created counter=pressure on the part 
of the various peoples with the state and it is entirely clear that a 
strong Germany, a Germany cf ional Socialism at that time was interestec 
in all the folk groups, forall the folk groups that bordered on Gern 
also had a great influence on these folk sroupse It thus happened that the 


9 


German minorities in the Sudetenland, who, since 1919, had been submitted to 
a considerable pressure cn the part of Prague, now were submittedto an even 
greater pressures I do not believe I have to enter into any details but I 
know, from my om knowledge and even from personal discussion that took 
place during my ambassadorship in London, that the question of the Sudeten- 
land was a very clear concept of the Foreign Office in London and that it was 
precisely England that very often before 1936 had come out in favor of 


certain demands made by the Sudeten Germans, demands as expressed by 


Conrad Henleine 


6753 
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After the seizure of power of Adolf Hitler, undoubtedly the su; ressicn 
of these German minorities increasede I sulc. also like to point out-- and 
I know this from having read the files cf the Foreign Office--that the League 
of Nations? Committee for Mi itic no collected. the vast amount of material 


fal 


on the Sudeten question and knew somethi’ y of the pressure to which Germans 
were submitted in their efforts to pursue their om cultural life. I do not 
believe it is too much to say that the manner in vhich the Suceten Germans 
were treated by Prague was, in the opinion of the leacue of Nations! 
in no way in accord with the provisions in the League of Nations' Charter 
regarding minorities. I, myself, say that it was absolutely necessary, in 
orcer that this problem should not result in conflict, that again, as in the 
Austric, we would have to rozch some solution. I sh ul’ like to 
emphasize that the Foreign Office and I were always c neenred,from the very 
beginning, to solve the Sudeten problem by way of diplomatic nesotiaticns 


with the main signatory pow Versailles, an may ac t it was my 


Aa r es ek F Ahat ah: T = 7 E. TT2 
personal conviction, which 1 o expre: | to Hi 


5 


q it correctly, the Ge:many that we hac in 1938 could 


have 


ma 4 A> ` eS RY ANA ne afal wearer 
om in a diplomatic’ and peaceful. waye 
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The Prosecuticn has charged me with having brceught about disturbances 
in Czechoslovakia in illesal ways, and thus having brought abcut the culminatior 
of this crisis. do not deny that between the Sudeten German Party and the 
“ational Socialist Party there had long been connecti ns which were directed to 
the preservati-n of Sudeten German interests, I also ds not wish to deny, 
for example, what was here menti.ned, that the Sudeten German Party was 
supported financially by the Reich. I believe that that was an cpen secret th: 
was also pretty well known in Prague. 

However, it is not correct thet anything was done on the part of the 
Foreign Office and myself to so direct these efforts that from the direction 
taken serious disturbances would arise, 

I do not want to go into further detail, but I sh wld like to mention 
one pointe Documents have been menti_ned about mistreatment -f Czech naticnals 
in Germany as reprisals f r Czech treatment of Germans. I can cnly say t. that 
that these were measures that c.uld only be underst od in that c ntext, but 
they were not brought ab j he soreign Office in order t 
Situation more critica n the contrary. 

In the further c urse of events, I attempted to understand the Sudeten 
German forty better, and also attempted to restrain it in its relations with 
Pragueée 

The documents that I founi out abcut for the first time here alse clearly 
demonstrate that. I dn't have these documents here, oo I cannot go into them 


in greater detail, but I believe that perhaps the Defense has the opp rtunity 


pi 
of seeing 

Q How did the critical situzti summer arise? 

A Such a pecple had, as is natural, its «wn dynamic, This question 
of the German groups that berdered on Germany was often called by us in the 
Foreign “ffice "the mysterious probleie™ This prblem could not so be 
by the Foreign Office as foreign policy wuld scem to demande It was not a 
qQuesticn here of world powers, but of living people who had their own dynamic e 
The situaticn was this, that the Sudeten German Party strove fcr greater and 
greater independence, and it cannot be disvuted that a number of responsible 


absolute autonomy, if not, indeed, the possibility of joining 
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the Reich. This is entirely clear, and that was also the goal of the Sudeten 
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German Partye 


For the Foreign Office and for Hitler, cf course, difficulties arose in 


this. But then, as I have already said, the attempt was made to restrain these 
effortse At that time, I received Conrad Henlein once cr twice -= I don't 
remember how often -=-= and asked hin not to d anything in the pursuit of these 
political goals that might put German foreign policy uncer any obligation, This, 
cf course, wes perhaps not always easy fur Henlein, and I mow that the leaders 
f the Suceten German Party were received in cther offices of the Reich and 
that Adclf Hitler als. interested himself in this problem ad on cecasion 
received Henlein, 

The whcle situation thus came to a more and more critical and crucial 
develcpment because cn the ne hanc the Sudeten Germans mace their demands 
more and more strongly at Prazues the Czech Government pposec these demands, 
and in this way excesses took Place, srrests and so cne Thus matters became 
more anc more critical, 

At thattime, I often spoke with the Czech Ambassador, 
be as generous as he c culd towards the efforts of the Sudeten German Party, 
but matters developed in such a directicn that the attitude on the part cf 

became stubborn and the Sudeten Gernans more demanding. 

Q How did Chamberlain's visit then c me abuut? What were the reasons 

and the role that you played on that cBeasion? 

A I should like t interpolate here the fact that in the summer of 1938 
things were moving more anc more tcward a crisis of Some sort. Ambassador 
Sir Nevile Henderson, with whom I had often spoken anc who was making efforts 
on his part to improve conditi mS, unccubtedly made continucus 
governmente I no longer know precisely, but I believe that it was thr ugh 
his initiative that Lord Runciman made his visit to Prague. Runciman 
undoubtedly acted in g aith, anc he alsc received a recommendati nwhich, 
as far as I recall, was to the effect that the right of self-determination 

f the Sudetenland cculd not fail to be recogni ed. Nevertheless, the crisis 
was there, 


I don't remember é#actly what the date was, but I believe it happened 
e > rE 


that through Ambassador Henderson, Chamberlain got in touch with the Reich 
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Government. In this way it happened that in the first half of September 
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Chanberlain visited the Fuehrer on the Obersalzburg. 

Regarding this visit, n-t very much can be said. The Fuehrer spoke 
alcne with Chamberlain at that time, I do know, however, that we all felt 
that this was carried cut in an altogether good and pleasant atm sphere. So 
far as I can now recall, the Fuehrer told me then that he had told Chanber lain 
frankly that the demand of the Sudeten Germans for self-cetermination and 
freedom would have t> be met in some form or other. Chamberlain -= and this 
was the substance of that conference -= answered that he woulà inform the 
Pritish Cabinet of these German wishes and w uld get in touch with Hitler later, 

Q How did the second visit of Chamberlain to Godesberg then come abcut? 

A So far as I recall, matters did not progress satisfactorily, The 
Situation in the Sudetenland becae more difficult and threatened tc ével p 
into a very serious crisis, not only within Czechoslcvakia but also between 
Germany and Czechoslovakia, and intc a Eur pean crisis. Thus it came about 
anew that Chanberlain took the initiative and in the middle of September visited 
Godesbergs 

Q How, then, was the Sudeten questi°n solvec, and what was your part 
in this solution? 

8 I might first report regarding Godesberg, In Godesberg, Hitler, in 
view of the crisis that had devel ped, inf-rmed Chamberlain that now he had to 
have a soluticn of this Question uncer any circumstances. I may emphasize 


that I knew nothing regarding details of a military nature at that time, but 


I do know that the Fuehrer concerned himself with the possibility that this 


problem might also be solved militarily, He said in Gecesberg to Mre Chamberlain 
that a solution of the Sudeten German problems would have to be found as 

rapidly as possible, Mr, Chamberlain was f the cpinion that it would be 
difficult to persuade Prague to a quick soluti n, and finally things bogged 


down altogether in the conference, 
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Adolf Hitler dictated a memorandum which I was give to Chamberlain, Then Sir 
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Horace Wilscn, who was a friend of Chamberlain, visited me and I made arrange 
ments for a new meeting, 


During this meeting, which started with a rather cool atmesphere, the 


Fueshrer received a report of Czechoslovakia's mbilizati n. This was a most 


Geplcrable circumstance since Hitler felt that very strongly anc both he and 
Chamberlain wanted to interrupt the conference. 

I then had a short conversation with Chamberlain and Hitler and I know 
that nezotiati ns were undertaken, After a few hours of negotiations the result 
was the Chamberlain told the Fuehrer he could see now that scmething would have 
to be done and he was ‘wady, on his part, to submit this memorancun to the 
British cabinete I believe he also said that he would recommend to the 
British Cabinet, that is to say his ministerial colleagues, that the memorandum 
shculd be recommended to Prague. The contents of the memorandum suggested, 
as a general sclution, the annexation cf the Sudetenland by Prague. I 
believe the Fuehrer stated in the memorandum his wish that in view of the 
critical situation there, it would be advisable that it should be decided upon 
within a certain perica £ time =-=- by the first of October, which was ten or 
fourteen days from that time. 

Mr. Chanberlain then departed and a few days passed, 
nct improve but became worse. I remember that very wll. Then, during the 
latter part of September, the French Ambassador reported to me and said that 
he had a report in regard to the Sudetenland questicn to bring to me, and later, 
the British Ambassador camee At the same time, Goering has already testified 
to this, Italy entered into the negotiati ns n the wish of Mussolini and 
offered to mediate. Mussolini proposed that a conference be held which should 
be attendee by bngland, France and Germany, and this proposal was accepted, 

The French Ambassador showed tae Fuehrer and he showed then ona map 
the probable soluticn which could be reached between England, France and Germany, 
this being the solution that he hac th ught cut for the Sudetenland problem. 
The French Ambassador stated this solution was not satisfactory and further 
discussions would have to be conducted regarding the question as to exactly 


how far Sudetenland extended and what the German population was in certain places, 
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It came then to the Munich conference == I need not go into the details 
of this conference, I should like only to describe briefly the results of ite 
The Fuehrer explained to the statesmen, with the aid of a map, the necessity 

f the question and which part of the Sudetenland would have to be annexed 

to Germanye “iscussicns arose and the italian Chief of State, Mussolini, 
agreed in general with Hitler's ideas, The English Prime Minister at first 
mace certain counter-proposals and spoke of the fact that perhaps this could be 
Giscussec. in cetail with the Czechs. Daladier, the French Prime Minister, 
said, so far as I recall, that he th ught that once these proposals had been 
entered upon the Four Great Powers could reach a s luticn and finally, at the 
conclusion of the four statements we were cf this pinion and the Munich 
Azreemcnt was drawn up in which the Sudetenlang == in which it was decided 
that the Sucetenland should be annexed Germany as outlined on the map that 
was therée 

The Fushrer was very pleased at this soluti n, and I should like t 
emphasize that here particularly. I also was happy, particularly in view cf 
‘ther versions of this matter that I have heard suring the Tri 

matter had been solved in this way. 
e will sit again at 2:00 o'clock, 


(The Tribunal adjourned until 1400 hours, ) 
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matter of the 
the French Re- 
of Great Bri- 
and the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics gains 
Hermann silhelm Goering ct 21, Defendants, 
sitting at Nurnberg, Germany, on 29 March 
1946, 1400-1700, Lord Justice Lawrence 
presicinge 
THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal will sit tomorrow morning ẹt ten o'clock 
me And, now, before going on, Dr. Horn, the Tribunal 
that thev think that entirely tco much time is being taken 
up by the defenient in detailed accounts of negotiations which led up to an 
agroonent, which is a matter of history, anc which is perfe tly well known to 
everyboitye That is not the case which the defendant has 
defendant has to mos is not the making of agreements which are perfectly well 
known, but the breach hose agreements by Germany and any part which he may 
have played in the breach of those agreements. It is very important that the 


pD 


tine -f this Tribunal should not be taken up by unnecessary etail of that 


YT REO AMT? 


DIRECT EXAMINATION = continued 


Munich agreement have? 


ntained th: 


ere to 


shere between Germany 


v 


November of 1938. Commerci 
38, the British sex 
WAS against any revision < e colonial question 
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There were negotiations with the United Statcs of America under consideration, 
also, and our reports, as I romember them, showed an increase of the stiffen- 
English position towards Germany, and the impression was created 
in Germany of politics which practically would limit Germany. 
You are accused by the Prosecution of having acted against Internation. 
for the solution of the Czechoslovakian question in separating the two 
the Czech and the Slovanian state. hat part did you take in the 
solution of this problem? 

Ae There is no doubt that the efforts that were being made between 
Slovakia and other members of the National Sccialist Party were known to the 
Foreign Offices, and it would be wrong to say that we were unsympathetic to the 

he 


But Tt is n orre o say that thi 


Y 


atonomy of the state was to be 
so proclaimed this atonomy, and tho Praguo 
recognize the atonomye As circumstane< 
were at that time afte one can see n the fact that all national 


~ 


parts of Czechoslovakia wer: 7 and independence. Shortly 
thereafter th ip group made known i independence and some of the 
other groups made similar efforts in that behalf. After the Munich agrcement, 
like to acd that there was a clause in this agreement, according to 
Italy would give Czechos akin a guarantee, but this 
that Poland, according t 
sent an ultimatum to Czechoslovakia so that 
account would be separated and 
were occupied by Poland. The Hungarians also wanted atonomy 
with Hungary, The situation in Czechoslovakia was not clear at that time and 
took form along difficult lines 
Then the Slovak, Tuka, came to use He wanted to win Germany for the 
independence of Czechoslovakine He wanted Germany to approve a step like tha 


The Fuehrer received Tuka at that time and, ter a few preliminary remarks, 


the declaration of independence of Slovakia resulted, and that was or the 13tr 
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The Prosecution has submitted a document, in which I am alleged to have 


place between the Fuehrer and Tuka, that 


sgid, in this conversation whic! ok } 


it was only a matter of I S, instead of days, in which Czechoslovakia 
to be interpreted at that time 


would have to make a decisione However, it was 


that on the part of Hungary preparations for an invasion were present in order 


£ Czechoslovakia., We wanted to prevent this, 


to occupy some of the regions 


and Hitler was of the opinion e might be a war between Canchcslovaki 
after the 





sm 


What were some of the preceding events of Hacha's visit to Berlin 


lth of March, 1933? 
Events in Czechoslovakia had their repercussicns, of course, and 


chiefly with regard to Hitler those excesses against Vo lksdeutsche in the 


of Prasue, Bruenn and Bigleu an: other dis Many fled to the 
y 


In the winter of 1938-39 I repeatedly attempted te discuss these matters 


the Yracuc Governmente Hitler was of opinion and of the conviction 


any negotiations that mig be rted Prague would not be tolerated 


by the German Reiche The 1 that Szcchoslevakia would reduce 


its military power but this wa onied by Fraguc In these months I tried 


atecly to keep and maintain gord relations between Germany and Prasue, 


Vis ors © SS ee © ae vole 
* G 


bove alle I spoke frequently with Chvalkovski, the Slovakian Foreign 


in March Chvalkevski turned to cur German representative in 


out whether Hitler would grant Hacha a personal interviewe 


agreed to receive Hachae 


att) 
iv 


matter personally. To 
that a reserved 


but that the Fuehfer would receive Hachae 


Before the arrival c 


acreenent was t 


of the opinion that we shculd go much beyond thate 


fter the arrival of Hacha in 1 him and I recall that he 
me that he wanted to put the fate of Czechoslovakia -- that t he wante 


of this country into the Fuehrer's hands. I told the Muehre 


about this andthe Fuchrer instructed me to prepare an agreemente The draf 


was submitted to him and Hacha was received by the Fuehrer and the contents 


this conference as far as I know is alroady knom and has been presented 


in documentary form so I do not ha > co into it in detaile 
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I know that Adolf Hitler at that time spoke clearly to Hacha and 
explained to him that he intended to occupy Czechoslovakia., He was concerned 
with the old historic territory which he intended t put under his protection. 
The Czechs were to have their comlete economy and their own Life and he 

believec that the decision which was being made at that time would work out 

e very fortunate for the Czech neoplee Shortly thereafter I had a long 

on with the Foreign Mi c~ Chvalkovskie He was agreeableto our 
f view and I asked him to persuade Hacha to that effect so that the 
Fuchrer's decision ane the whole action invclved could be carried through 
without the shedding of bloc 
ve Hacha got a strong ixyression of the Fuehrer and of the 
thins which Hitler told him, which caused him to get in touch with his 


goverment in Pracuee by phone -= I believe 


with the Chief of Staff althouch I do not know this exac 
he approval. of his government so that the agreement which I have already 
mentioned could be ccncludecde T rreement was then sic 
Hacha, the Foreim Minister ang 
instructions that the German Army was b be re 
I am informed, the occupati of Czechoslovakia, that 

ut incident of any 

cecupati n travels? to Prague with the Fuehrers 

occupation, the Fuehrer gave me a proclamati which 


the countries of Bohemia and Moravia were Reiche 


This proclamation was a surprise te s x} ead this proclamation in iracuce 


No protest of any sort was mad na I believe 


night mention that the ocewmati £ Bohemia and lnravia, the Fuchrer 
sidered necessary and in the best interests of the Re and the 
occupation tot above all 
for security reasons I believe that Goerin ouched on these points. 
Q How did you see the Buropera situation at the time of the taking 
of Czechoslovakia? 
after the . roclamation at trague I had a rather 


m with the Fuehrere I pointed out to the Fuehrer that this 


occupation, of course, would have im 
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repercussions with the British and French, Im this conncetion I would like to 
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add that in England these cireles which had taken a position against Germany 
had grown larger and were led by imy rtant personalities. 

In this connecticn I would like to return and mention briefly one 
incident which tcok place while I was still Ambassador in London, I hac a 
visit fron Winston Churchill at the Embassy. ire Winston Churchill was not 
in Parliament at that time and I believe he was not leader of the opposition 
but he was cne of the most significant personalities in Englanc. I was 
especially interested in arranging a meeting between him and Adolf Hitler 
and had asked Churchill to come to see me at the Embassy for that reqson. We 
had a conversation which lasted many hours and a cunversation which I recall 
exactlye I believe it wuld take us tto far afield to mention all details 
covered in this cenversati:ne But, as Lord Vansittart in 1936 == 

THE PRESIDENT: Documents with reference to ìir., Winston Churchill at 
this time when he was not a member of the government have already been ruled 
by the Tribunal to be irrelevant anc what he saic anà such a eoversati-n 
as this appears to the Tribunal tc be absolutely irrelevant anà the Tribunal 


will n.t hear ite 


A (continued) I have already said that I called the attention of the 


Fuehrer to the British reaction,, Hitler told me and explained to me the 
necessity of the cecupation of Bohe~ia and Moravia, especially on historic 

and strategic grouncse I remember that in this connecti on he cited the 
French Minister of Aviation Pierre C:t, that Czechoslcvakia would be a mother 


ship against Germany ani I believe at that time we received intelligence and 
is o£ Russian fleets and Russia: missions on Czech airdromes, Hitler 
and I remeaber these worcs di tinctly, that he could not have a foreign 
Slovakian thorn in German fleshe One ccula get along really well with 
Czechoslovakia but it was imp -rtant that Germany have in her hancs the 
protection of these countries. He mentioned further Soviet Russia as a factor 
of inestimable pcwer if it were allied with Czech slovakia.. When I mentioned 
tmeland he said that England was in nce position to take over the protection 
of the Germans in Czechoslcvakia and the Czech State and its structure had spli 


asunder and it was in the interest of German-English relations and he also con- 
sidered it necessary that the countries of Bohemia and Moravia be in very close 
contact with the Reich. A protectorate seemed to be the best mwer to this mbl. 
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Hitler further said it would be of the utmost/ importance to England, 


and for Germany this question was absolutely vital. At once glance at the 
map == and he used these exact words == he "couldn't see how this occupation 
could disturb collaboration between Gormany and Englands 

He further menticned that England had about 600 dominions or protectcrates 
and could therefore understand that such pr-blems would have to be solved, 

I told Hitler about the difficulties which uy, Chamberlain personally 
might have from the steps which were being taken by Germany, that England might 
consider that Germany was increasing very strongly in power, but the Fuehrer 
explainec the whole question to me with the reasons I have already just 
mentioned. 

The English reacticn was, first of all, positive in the House of 
Commons e Chamberlain said it wasn't a violation of the Munich agreement and 
the British Government was not tied to an obligati ne The Czech State was 
decomposed anc the guarantee which En land had given was not to be 
or the obligaticn to carry through the guarantee did not applye 

I might say that all of us were glac that this position was taken in 
England. I believe it was two or three days later when Mr .=s 

THE PRESIDENT (interposing): What have we to do with the reactions in 
England unless they took the form of a n te? I don't see what it has tc do 
with ite What we want to know is the part the defendant Ribbentrop played 
in the breach ef the Munich agreements 

The defendant von Ribbentrop is accused of having , 
participated in a Conspiracy in the person of Foreign Minister, and that the 
conduct of carrying through foreign political activity was connected with 
aggressive ware If and when he is te defend himself against these charges 
he must picture circumstances as he saw them and to enumerate the motives 
which ruled him, He must be ina position to enumerate them, and I am’ asking 
him questicns only about things which determined his views and opinionse 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think you asked him any questicn about,it, 

THE INTERPRETER: It is note ming through quite audibly. 

THE PRESIDENT: What I said was, I didn't think you asked him any 
questions as to the reactions in England. 
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INTERPRETER: The channels seems to be disturbed in some way. 
is getting more than one language, 
PRESIDENT: Can you hear me now? 
HORN: Now I can heare 
PRESIDENT: Can Doctor Horn hear? 
HORN: Ncw there are two languages on the same channel, French 
f the languages I get on this channel. There are still two 
es on this channel. (Pause) 
I can still hear two languages including German. (Pause) 
Now I can hear Germane Now I can hear French. (Pause) 
I can still hear French. 
THE PRESIDENT: Is it coming through now? 
DRe HORN: Yese 
I can still hear another voice, a second voice, your Honor. 
There are still two languages on the same channel, your Honore 
(Pause) 
Just now we had two German voices, a lady's voice and gentleman's, 
Ncw I can hear a gentleman speaking Frenche 
THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal had better adjourn, I think. 


(A reeess was taken.) 
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THE PRESIDENT: Dr. Horn, what I was attempting to say to you when the 
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system broke down was that it seems to the Tribunal that the defendant ought 

to be able to keep his evidence within stricter limits and not to zo into so 
much etail; and thet with regard to the reactions -- the political reactions-~ 
in “n-lanc, they are not relevant in themselves, and any bearing: which they 
may have upon the case is really remote, 

BY DR. HORN; 


` 


Q What persucce. Hitler to commissicn you, in October of 1938, to 
3 3 


enter into negotiations with Polang? 

“ There hac: always been the minority problem in Foland, which had 
Causes great difficulties, Despite the agreement of 1934, this situaticn 
hac not changed. In the year 1938 these measures against German minorities 
were continued by Poland. Germany wanted, with Poland, anc with other 
countries, to reach some definite clorificeticn. Consequently I was told, 
I believe during October 1938, to discuss, with the Polish Ambassador, a 
definite clarifie:ti n of the problems between Germany and Polance 

Q Besides the min-rity or blem, what other pr blems were there? 

There were tw: questions. One, the minority problem, was the most 
buring cne; anc the second problem was the question cf Danzig and the 
Corriccor, that is to say, a connection with East Prussia. 

Q \hat was Hitler*s attituce toward the Dangic and Corridor questicns? 

A It is clear thot these two questicns were the problems that had 
caused the greatest cifficulty since Versailles, and Hitler had to solve these 
problenas one way or another. I, too, embraced the point of view that Danzig 
was uncer continual pressure on the part of Poland. It was being made more 
and more Polish, In Oct-ber of 1938, from 800,000 to a million Germans left 
the Corridor and returned to Germany e 

Q How cic the Pclish Ambassador accept your suzgostions in October 
1938? 

A ‘The Polish Arbassadsr was reticent at first, he did not commit 
himself, nor c uld hee Also, I brought the problem to him in such a way that 


he could ciscuss it in all peacefulness with his government, and did not ask 


for a defi-itive answer from hima He said that he saw creat difficulties 
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with reference to Danziz, and also that a connection between-Germany and East 
Prussia was difficulte 

As I said, he was very reticent, and the discussion ended with his 
promise to communicate my statements to his government and to give me an 
answer as svon as possible, 

Q On the 17th of November, 1938, how did your second discussion end? 

# On the 17th of November, 1938, Lipski came to me and stated that the 
problem had great Jifficulties connected with it and that Poland considered the 
Danzig questi.n particularly difficult. 

Q Did you then ask Lipski to step ints direct negotiati ns with Foreign 
Minister Beck? 

A At that time I invited Foreign Minister Beck t= Berline 

Q Then when did Beck come to Berlin? 

A Unfortunately, Beck did not come to Berlin; rather, he went to 
Londone 

Q You misunderst.ocd my questi.ne When did Foreign Minister Beck come 
to Berchtesgaden? 

* Hitler had said that hè would be glad to speak with Beck personally 
about this probleme Thereupon -= I don't know the date exactly, but I believe 
it was the beginning of January -= he came to Berchtesgaden and had a long 
talk with Adolf Hitler. 

Q \hat was the result of this talk? 

A Iwas present st that conversation. The result was that Adolf 
Hiter informe. Beck of all details of his wish for good German=Polish 
relativnse He said that a completely new solution would have to be found 
re.arding Danzig, and the connection with East Prussia should carry no zreat 
difficulty. 

Beck told the Fuehrer that the question of Danzic, because of the 
Vistula, hac difficulties connected with it, but he would devote himself tc the 
problem in all its details. He did not repudiate any discussion of this 
problem, but rather, he pointed out the difficulties which, because cf the 
Polish attituce, mace a solution of the prblem difficult, 

% Is it correct that Beck was absolutely ready to carry on negotiaticns 
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and that he invited you, at the end of January, to make a visit to Warsaw? 

& One cannot put it quite that way. After the meetingat Berchteszaden 
with the Fuehrer, I had a further conversation with Beck in Munich. In this 
discussicn Beck explained to me again that the problem was very difficult, 
but he would Co everything he cculd in speaking to his governmental colleagues 
in an effort to find a solutione We then agreed that I wuld pay him a visit 
in warsaw, During this visit we alsco spoke of the question of racial minorities 
ani the Danzig C-rridor, 

Als, curing this talk the thene was not carried much further; rather, 
ur, Bock simply set forth the arguments again against the cifficultics,. 

I told him that it was inposs 
Germany and Poland. I alsco pointed out the great difficulties implicit in th 


Verman mincrities in Poland, and that it would be an 
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ply let this thing stand. 


mised to hel; this question, anc again 
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i 
suggesti 


on made by Lor? Simone 


regard to Polanie But then, 


and London mace clear that 


this 


solution of the Polish problem, 


Q Is it true that Polang 


England and Fr 


ance 
There can be no doubt, 


strove for an alliance with 


hon did 


n the Gerre 


support by England 
The guestion dic not ca 


yhen did you and the ( 


England 
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That } an! 
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at any rate, the last third of M 


all of us then, 


de - 


relations that exis 


further pursuit Gorman 


Corridor questions would mean y 


that is correcte 
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that I reac the memorandum, and 


an heen made, whon 


ac. striven to find a solution, wh: 


lf Hitler, at that time, 


could 


authority with the Gernan 
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had to be undertaken, I should li 


Churchill on this 


subjecte 
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regard as 


question as 
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cmerete alliance with 


1 it is a historical fact, that Foland 


Enclande 


that Poland had been 


and France 


throughe 


an Government find out that France and 


had promise’ Poland support? 


date precisely, but it was 
t J 3 3 


at 1 
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I know, 
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a fact--that tl 
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or that Polar 
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garding a change in the 


was concerned? 
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I know 
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only becau 
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suggestion made by Lord Simone A common statement wasto be mace wit 
regard to Poland. But then, Poland dià not regard this as 
and London made clear that this could not come into questi 

the Polish problems 


it true that Poland worrsec towar? a emecrete alliance with 


strove for an alliance with En lance 

Q Thon did the Germn Government find out that Poland hac Deen 
propised support by England and France? 

A The question dict not cone througne 

Q Then did you and the German Govermnent find out that France and 
England had promised Poland support? 

A That became known--I can't tell you the cate precisely, but it was, 
at any rate, the last third of Marche I know, at leaste-it was the 
conviction of all of us then, and it has now become a fact--that these 


a ay ae 1 oc apa “aig tk s ee ¥ ` | D ğ 3 
relations that existed 1c st third March 


etwecon *.arsaw and London 
were decisive, becaus< mser that Poland, surprisingly enough, 
anded us 

Q It is corre ‘hat in this nemoranium there was a statement 
further pursuit of the Go O regarding a change in the Danzig 
zorridor aucstions wuld mean wos so fer as Tolan’ was concerned? 

surprise to use I know 

that I read the memorancun, and for a moment I sinply could not comprehend 
that such an answer hac tł 
had striven to find 
Adolf Hitler, at that time, could bring about only because of his 


authority with the Geran peoplce 


I con't want to cot Lost in ‘etails, but I ce want to say that the 


Danzi and Corridor problems, since 1919, had been considered creat 
problems by statesmen, and they considered that some revision of Ve 


hac to be undertakene I should like tc f Lo statements of | 


Churchill on this subjecte 
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A That is true, I just said that Hitler accepted this serious 
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report on the part of the Polish Ambassador very peacefully and that I 
Shoulc tell him that no solution could % founded on this basis 

Is it true that thereupon, on the 6th of April, 1939, the Folish 
Ambassacor [eck traveled to London anc reached a temporary agreement of 


mutual assistance between England and France and Foland and returned to 


Foland with that agreement? 


German reaction. to this pact of mutual assistance? 
The German reacticn--here I may refer to Hitler's Reichstag 
which he ited his attituce towards this whole problem. We felt 
between Foland and England to be not in 
with the GermaneFolish pact of 193k, for in the 193) pact things 
: excluded between Germany and Poland which were then contracicted by 
this new pact etween Poland and England. For example, Foland had obliged 


herself, if Germany became involved in a war with ingland, to enter on 


Germany's sidee I know that Adolf Hitler felt tmt it was not in agreement 


with what h had agreed to with Chamberlain in Munich, namely, the elimina- 
tion of the possibility of an; lication of force between Germany and 
Enz rlande 
ugh you a memorandum to 
llation of the Folish-German 
e Reichstag 


eaty was 


consequently, Germany 


onsequence of this memorandum there came 


in German-rolish relations and that new difficulties 
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they had ve: previouslye There was at that time a Polish group that was 


very tive “nd carried out persecutions of Germans in Poland. This was 


part of their roguler programe I know the precisely. In the months that 


followed the 28th of May-ethat is to say, in the summer of 1939.<the So- 
called rece sticn camrs for fleeing nersons were set upe 

Whit about the Dritish guarantees to Rumania, 
Turkey? How weri they received in 


These statements could only be interpreted by the German policy 


aS mesing chat England was undertaking Systematically a policy of drowing 
up treatier in Europe nat was Hitler's attitude and also zine. 
Is it true that these guarantees and that Rooseveltts 
on the 22n¢e of May 737, the conseqence of 
nat were the reasons for this 
The situstion between Germany and Italy had long bee: 


mn 


friendly velations; and in view of the worse ing situation in 
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Qe Is it true thet you were sent to Moscow as plenipotentiary? 
.1 knowne 


> 


Moscow, and what negotiations did you there carry 
On the evening of the 22nd of August I arrived in Moscow. 
by *talin an? Molotov was very friendly. 
hours discussion. In this discussion the entire c mplex of RussseGerman 
relations was ciscussed. 
The result was, first, the mutual will of both nation: 
relations on a new basise This should be expressed in a 
Secondly, the spheres of interests of the two countries were to be de 
which also came about through a Cditional agreement. 


nr 


Qe For what reason was this secret protocol c neluccen hat was its cntie- 


In the 


.efinitive 
in Europe. 
I toll the Russian rentlome 
the situation in Poland 
I left no doubt that the 
that wor might break oute That was in the Cleare It was 
of territoric 
lost after an 1 This problem woulc 
way or another, therefore, well to look at these thi g m some 
ther point of vion ind just as Adolf Hitler was of the opinion that I stated 
mer this problem would have to be s rlved, and 
was clear that this wis the 
spoke about what shc e done in the case of a war, what should 


the Germans 2n > My i of demarcation was sereed on, 
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it is known about, th: 


war should bre 


Russia could 


the case of conflict the territorics lying to the 


0 


of intolerable Polish vrovocnation or if a 


that Germany and 


accused of collusion as regar Tris woll known 


mg the line of the Rivers Buge And 


of these rivers 


the 


the German svhere 


P ae 
nussin 


3 


undertaken 


cen delimited 


that these were 


bot 


ii 


were 


eereen 


anheres 
sphere 


> regions which 


n the ono 


Polish territories and 


in these spheres of interest about 


both countries ha 


statesmen undoubtedly held the opini 


for the settlement of this problem 


Were drawn up specifically only 


R ae 
HUSS 14 


reen 


this solution was thought of sase that, 


neagression, lved in 


nly in this 
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Yes, that I statec at that time that on the German side 
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everything would be attempted to solve the problem in a diplomatic and 
peaceful waye 

Dic Russia promise y 
neutrality in the search for this solution? 

It could be seen from the Pact of Noneageression and from all 
the discussions in It was perfectly clear thet 
if because of the rolish attitude a war broke cut, Russia w 
attitude towards use 


? 


dic you returnfrom Moscow, and what situation did you find 


The Pact of NoneAgeression with the Soviet Union was concluced 


on the 23rce On the 2hth I returned to Germany. I hod thought at first 


ly to the Fuchrer in Serchtesfaden, but during the flight 
2eked to come to Berline 
there I informed Hitler of the Moscow a_reee 
situetion thet I found there was indubit2bly tensee On the 
noticed this particularly, 
To what circumstances can this ‘egravation of the FolisheGerman 
e attributed? 
midfle of august all sorts of thinzs had 
electricity in the air--boundary incidents, cif- 


tolande On the one hand, Germany was accused 


we accused Poland of 


true thet you 
informed of the signing of the Polish-Dritish Fact 
Hitler's reaction to this? 
m the 25th of Auguste On the 25th of August I found 
conversations that the Fuehrer had had with dambassador Henderson 

Curing my absence, I believe in verchtesgaden. This S a very seri us 
conversation. Henderson broucht a letter from the British Frime Itinister 
which stated clearly that 2 war between Germany and Foland would involve 


also Englande 
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Then on the 25th in the morning the Fuehrer answered this letver--I 


believe the same day-eand the answer war so couched that at the moment a 


solution by diplomatic means could nct be anticipatede 
I spoke with the Fuehrer on the 25th regarcing this exchans 
anc I asked him in my turn to consider this question 
him whether we might not make one more effort with 
This 25th cf August was a very eventful Gey. In the morning a comaunica- 
tion came fromthe Italian goveriment, according to which Italy, in the 


J. 


case cf a conflict recearcing the question of Poland, would not stand at 





00 


Fuehrer decided then to receive Ambassador Henderson cnee morc 
noon cf the 25th. 
present at ite The Fuchrer explainci once more to Henderson in 
2st wish to reach | mierstanding with Encland. 
very difficult situation wi + Foland and asked him te fly baok to England to 
discuss this wholo situation with the British Government. Ambassad- Kender- 
on agreed to this and I sent him, I believe in the course of the 
the Fuehrer expressed his hepes for an understs 
for an understanding between Eneland and 
ambassador could inform his government correctly of thise 
Is it correct that after the ? SshePolish 


al 


Hitler to with draw to 


course of the afternoon, I ard in the urse of the day that ccrtain nilitar 
measures were being taken and ved in the coi 


Reuter despatch -= at any 


ALLY 


sr it was known that Italy would 


tt assist Gernany? 


und ftorsarc It, of course, 
the day but believe it was < the afternoon of the 
August, and Italyts 
it had 
at any rate, | 1 judge this only from oth facts Perhops I might, however, 
answer yo press despatch, which was 
in when I reached the Chancellery, I went immediately to Hitler 


2 


him to stop the milit ry measures, whatever they wore, although I war 


not oriented in military matters, and I told him that it was perfectly clear 


that this meant war with England and thet England could never deny havine 
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signed that Pact with Poland, could never repudiate that Pacte The Fuchrer 
reflected only a sh: y » and then he waid that was true and immediately 
called his military adjutant -- I believe it was Fieldmarshal Keitelee and 
asked him to call together the generals and stop the military measures that 
were then being taken. On this occasion, he expressed himsclf to the effect 
qd reccived two pieces of bad news today and I hope it were 


possible that the"report about the attitude of Italy had been noted immeciatel: 


it was thereupon that the final Pact with Poland had been 


Hitler, curing these days, mike efforts with Henderson to 
clear up the conflict, and what were your proposals? 
I have alrea?y stated i\e Fuehrer -- I believe it was on the 
still and always had the intention of 
reaching some final w England. The question of Danzig and th 
Corridor would have to be solved in some form an’ he wanted to make some 
and conclusive England in order toscttle these things ina 
perfectly regular ways 
% Is it true that Hitler then put i } enclerson disposal in 


order to enable him to explain these proposa to his rovernment and in order 


-- I believe it was on the next 
Cay, the 5 England in a German airnlane but what the details of 
this were I don't know, but I know that the Fuekrer told him in his discussion 
"Take an airplane and immediately fly to yo rovernmente" 
‘hat results did Henderson bring be to Berlin on the 28th of August? 
should likc ta say in this connection, that in view of the 
h 


between Germany and Poland, which were also know to the British 


Hitler expressed a certain disappointment to me that the British 


4 a] 


not returned more quickly with his answ atmosphere 
was highly charged with electricity. On the 28th, 
Cisvuession with the Fuchrereg I was agein present. The answer that Sir 

Henderson brought back with him from London, appeared at fir nsatisfactory 
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to the Fuehrer. Its contents were made up of certain points that seemed un- 
clear to the Fuechrer but the main point was that England foresaw a great 
solution of the problems in Germany and Poland, on the presupposition that the 
German-Polish question covld be brought to a peaceful solutione In tho dis» 


cussion, Adolf Hitler told Sir Neville Henderson that he would look over the 


note and would then request again an audience with Hendersons 


Q Is it true that in this memorandum, England surgested 
negotiations between Germany and Poland? 

Ae That is true. One of tho points in the note was that the English 
Suggested that German-Polish direct negotiations should be undertaken as the 
most appropriate way to reach a solution; and secondly, that these nerotiatic 
should take place as soon as possible eciuse England had to admit that the 
situation, because of the frontier incidents, was very tensce The note stated 
thet no matter what solution might be found =-=- I believe this wis in the note-- 
it should be guarantecd by the great powerse 
Qe Did E : suggest that it should mediate these direct negotiations 


between Germany ¢ 


ese German suggestions accepted which, on the 29th of 
August, werc issued as an answer to Henderson's memorandum and werc given by 
Hitler to Henderson? 

4. The situation was this: On the 29t Hitler again received the 
British Ambassador and on this occasio again told him thet he was ready to 
react to the English suggestion of the 28th; thet is to say, that despite the 

ish attitude, he was prepared to make efforts 
peaceful solution of the GermanePolish proble gested in the 


British note of the 28th, 





IN 


“hat were the reasons for including in this German proposal a request 
Polish plenipotentiary be sent? 

In Hitler's commnication to Henderson anc the British Government, 
it was stated that the German Government, in view of the tsnse situation, 
would immediately make sugg olution o e Danzig; and Corridor 
problense The German Government hoped to 
proposals ready by the time a Polish ne or arrived, mhich they 
believed would take place before the 30the 

Q Is it correct that Hitler included this request for 

plenipotentiary with a 2li-hour lapse because he wanted to avoid a conflict 
because of the mobilization that was taking place on 

That is quite trues, I remember that on the 29th Ambassador 
Henderson asked Hitler whether that was an ultimatum, The Fuehrer answered 
that that was no ultimatum, but was sim oroposal born from the 
situation, or something of that sort. I shoulc peat that the 
situation o anzis and the Corridor in the last days of August looked as 
if the guns would so o m the ow something were donee That 
was the reason for this relatively short period of time that the Fuchrer 

He feared that if more time were allowed, matters would reach 

point that the danger of war would not became slighter, but 
fact that this information regarding 
the point was given to Henders he British Government called this 
sucgestion unreasonable? 
I know of the British reaction from several documents that I saw 


A, 


latere The reaction became clear first of all in my dis on with 
Henderson on the .30the 
it true that on thr 30th of August you received a confidential 


on regarding Poland's total mobilization? 


That is trues On the 30th, Hither awaited a report from the Polish 


his, however, did not comce However, I believe on ‘tie 
evening of the 30th the news arrived that Poland had ordered general 
mobilization although it had not yet made that order public, It was made 
public, I believe, on the next morninge This, of course, increased the 
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of the situation cnornouslyes 
Is it true that the British Government then withdrew its offer to 
mediate in that it made further sugccsticns that direct negotiations should 
take place betwen Germany and Polon without England's 
A That is soe This tock place on the 30th. A Polish nevotintor had 
arrivece In the meantime, Hitler had prepared the suggestion vhich he wanted 


£ 


to submit to a man whe could act with complete authcrity on the part of 


Then, shortly before midnight, the news came that the British 


Th. 
ne 


Ambassador wanted to communicate something to his government. 
with the Folish emissary were postpone md around midnirht of the 


t 3 rf 
nencerson 


© You heard Schni description o is meetings Do you have 





I 


A I should like to say the following in regard to that mecting e It is 
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perfectly clear that at that moment all cf us were nervous, including both the 
Snzlish ambassador and myself. I must mention here the fact that the British 
ambassador hac, on the day before, had a little scene with the Fuchrer anc there 
was consequently a certain tension between the British ambassador and myself 

and. it was my task to try to calm him down. 

I then purposely proceeded calmly with the British Ambassador and acceptec 
his communicatione I hoped that this communicati nwulc consist cf his 
presenting me to a Polish negotiator. Hcewever, this did not havrene Rather, 
Sir Nevile Henderson explained to me, first, that his government could nct 
recommend this course of action despite the tense situation that had been brought 
about by Polish mobilization. Insteac, the British Goverrmment left it up to 
the German Government to conduct matters in a ciplcmatic way. Secondly, he 
said that if the German G.vernment would put the same suggesti 
disposal of the British Goverment, the British Government would be re 
sc far as these suggestions were reasonable, to exert its influence positively 
in Warsaw towards the finding cf a soluticn. 

From the whole situaticn, it can be scen that this was a very difficult 

wer because, as 1 said, the situation was enormously tense and the Fuehrer 
been waiting since the day before for a Polish emissary. 

I, in my turn, feared als» that unless a solution were found quickly, 
as I said, the guns would go off by themselves. 

Henderson of the .propasals that the Fuehrer had mace. $ 
read them to him, and I should like to state here again that the Fuehrer had 
specifically forbidden me to let these prooosals vut of my hands. He told me 
that I could only communicate them in their substance to the British Ambassador. 
I dic a. little more in that I read all the pr sals from the beginning to the 
end to the British ambassador. I did this because I still h ped that the 
British Government could exert its influence in Warsaw anc assist in a solution, 


But, here, too, I must “spenly state that I deduced from my talk with 


the Pritish Ambassador on the 30th of august, as well as from his whole attitude 


wnich Schmidt also described yesterday, as well as frcm the substance of the 
British communication, that England was not at this moment 
Situation in its full implicaticns and was nct ready to d 


about a peaceful sclution, 
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hat happened after the contents of Henderson's note wa 


did the German public do? 
After I talked 
I told 


f£ his instructions I had 


wishese I 


my conviction that the © h guarantee to Poland was ineffective. 


my very 
Zlst the Fuchrer waited t 
or other a Polish negotiator would 


a vay and 
Governmente 


Herr Dahlerus about the interforence of E 


ore can he no 


morning, the 


U P ~ sron ~ 
overnment were 


ot 


Governments +h: hout the whole of 


the conviction -- 


Ual 


omethine would happen part 


Then in thi S3lst the 


nlenipt 


on the 


J - - et 
NCnc crs: 


evening by you t 


voninge of the 


olst of Lugut 


t? 


I can't tell you precisely, 


Tocuments e 


him it had been a serious conversatione 


definite impression of this conversation. 
she whole day to sec 


come or whether n 


Polish amba 


»tentiary powers to 


S$lst to 


impression how serious the situation was, 


whether 


new 


doubt tht curing the 


precise nroposals 


n Government 


Lon? 


2ist the Fuchrer 


ory learly here -- th 


f Englanc. 


anything 


f any 89 I 


uth: 


but that wi 


“hat eonsiceraticn then led to the final 


against Poland? 


© 


I can not tell you the details of this. 
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Then in the course 


ind 


ssador came to MG, 


or to 


such prop 


I only know that 


MU 


s made public? 


with the British ambassador I reported to the Fuchrer. 


I told him also that in pure 


3 


not given the memorandum to Henderson despite 


and it 


That 


of 


or not in some form 


communication would 


err 


course of that 


of the Reich 


the Jarsow 


i am of 


A 
ant 


it he hoped 


but TE 


enter 


onit know who") 
osale 


rizoj 


inr iptedly can 


military 


the Fuehr¢ 





considered again the proposals that I hac 


1 


the midnight of the 30th an 


them publice The reaction of the 


precisely =-= it was unfortunately 


battlee he German proposals 


reasonahblce 
shortly after these reports 


WT me 3 
\rsaw mace 


a very sharp and negative 


persuaded the Fuehrer in the 


September to issue the order to ma 


to the Reich Chancellorye The Fuchrcr 


given, and that that was all that could 


motione I then told the Fuchrer thot 


mention the outbreak 


dolf Hitler t 


cà 1 at ry 


still in 
problem to 


French Government was 


it was declared ina 


ther 


wi 


British body that this 


ou know whether 


alr sai 


hove 


Government that the French 


necepted ite 


ifter the c 


pursue theme 


the conclusion of the 


Lfter 


Hitler. The situation 


Polish raio a 


the sugece ms were 


ut frien shir 


0.0) 


pA 


to the British amba 


of August published 


reaction 


be an invitation for 


arncterizcd by Henderson as 


aS m S9 
niec i 


arrogance e At 


published, 
that 


was this 


came 


ay that I 


there told me 


Enelanide 


rith 


gesture, 


rnins, such a 


same time that the 


srmany also immediately 


ely remembe hour-- 


House 


surcestion? 


ugh the 


thr: 
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of enthusiasm for this whole war could be felte There was the phoney war in 


id 


enn judge from everything that he told me, a 


extensicn this was so for all of us members 


Government. I can remind you of the speech that Goering held at that 


time. Hitler hela a spcech in Danzig, and I believe later somewhere else, 


perhaps in the Reichstag, in which he twice told Enelande and France in une 


taat he was ready at any time to carry on negotiations. 


very cuutin 
nod was in the foreign capitals, 


sler clearly that pen 


becoming more extended? 


Sa UY 


P an 4 x Salk Aai Ha e 4 
It was my most earnest endeavor after the Polish campaign to attempt 


the war, th ling throughout 


A 


wever Wis 


war has broken 


is not the uses the 


machinery of tk: General 


in scandinavia and in the Balkans and 


sreadinge Things however did take the 
to my conversatior 
conviction that the 
Hitler wished in no way to extene 
correct that you received information which pointed out the 
break-through into the Ruhr? 
Gr of such reports. The 
many channels =e all ran 
heve mich of an 
diplomatic channels But carrying this 
conclude wi th 


the first appre; 


ost Well was 


that such an 
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Belrium anc 
I believe an hour to an 
Vell, the Tribunal 
sf detail... all if. ean 


the (lefencant's ca 


he ui * b a AA tn $ iz . 9 > 
(The Tribunal adjourned until 30 March 1946 at 1000 hourse) 





